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An Hiſtorical and Genealogical Account of the 
BzTHUNEs of the Ifland of SK V. 


A RempaLd BErTHUNE of Pitlochy and Coppel- 
drie or Capeldray in Fife, fifth fon of John 


Bethune fifth laird of Balfour of that firname, by 


Marjory third daughter of David Boſwel of Balmu- 
to, chief of the Boſwels, who was of the tenth ge- 
neration of the family (1.), was preſent, according 


(1. Archibald 


to the chartulary of Glaſgow, with Cardinal Be- Bethune, the 1ſt 


thune at Dumfries, November 27. 1539, when a 


deſcendent from 
John Bethune, 


ſolemn proteſtation was made againſt his exerciſing fifth laird of, 


the ſacred futtion, as Archbithop of St Andrews, 
within the dioceſe of Glaſgow. He is mentioned 
as a witneſs of this proteſtation along with Hugh 
Lord Somerveile, and his couſin Robert Bethune 
of Creich. © Coram his teſtibus, nobili et potenti 
Domino Hugoni Domino de Somerveile, Roberto 
Betoun de Creich, Archibaldo Betoun de Capel- 
dra.” The ſolemnity of the proteſtation, the gran- 
deur and pomp of his nephew the Cardinal, and 
the multiplicity of his preferments, appear abundant- 
ly from the following words: © Joannes Turner,” — 


who acted as Public Notary on the occafion,—** ad- 
venit ad perſonalem præſentiam Rmi. in Chriſto 


Patris, et Domini Domini David miſeratione divina 
tituli Sti. Stephani in Cœlio monte, S. R. E. preſby- 
teri Cardinalis, Sanctæ Andrea Archiepiſcopi, to- 
tius regni Scotiæ Primatis, et Apoſtolicæ ſedis lega- 
ti nati, necnon Mirapitenſis eccleſiæ in Gallia ad- 
miniſtratoris, ac commendatarii perpetui monaſterii 
de Aberbrothock.“ 

He 


alfout. 


eter Be. 
unegdeſcend- 
ent of John 5th 
laird of Balfour. 
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He had a ſon called Peter (1.), who being a fa- 
mous phyſician, was called to Argyleſhire to prac- 
tiſe his ſkill there, and from thence received 
an invitation to the Ifle of Sky from the lairds of 
M Donald and M*Leod. The Doctor, upon condi- 
tion to ſettle in the country, was promiſed as much 
land as he inclined to poſſeſs, rent free; but neither 
he, nor any of his poſterity, could get lands to pur- 
chaſe heritably, nor to wadfet or be impignorated. 
The lairds give to their ſons, except the heirs, on- 
ly money for their patrimony, and a tack or leaſe 
of ſome of the beſt poſſeſſions for rent, allowing in 
the payment of it the intereſt of their money. It 


was alſo promiſed on the Doctor's ſide, that one of 


his poſterity, particularly the eldeſt ſon of the fa- 
mily, if he had a turn for it, ſhould be educated as 
a phyſician, without any expence to him or his ſuc- 
ceſſors, whilſt any of them continued in that coun- 
try and inclined to the ſtudy of phyſic or medi- 
cine. By theſe encouragements, he was prevailed 


02) Manuſcrips on to take up his reſidence in Sky (2.), which is 


Hiſtory of the 
Bethunes of the 
Iſland of Sky. 


far from being a difagrecable place. It extends 
42 miles in length, and from 20 to 4 in breadth. 
It is fruitful both in cattle and victual, and abounds 
with the beſt fiſhes of all kinds. 

Whether he was Pitlochy's eldeſt fon, or not, is 


uncertain. He married a daughter of M<Donald 


laird of Moydart, captain of Clanronald, deſcended 
of Reginald, fon of John Lord of the Iſles, who was 
of the ſeventh generation of the family. This Re- 
ginald, got from his father a conſiderable eſtate, in 
whieh the lands of Moydart were included, which 
was confirmed to him by a charter under the Great 


(3. Douglass Seal, © apud Arnelle, primo die Januarit 1370.“ (3.) 


Peerage, page 
360. 


There is nothing kept in record of the marriages 


of his poſterity for ſome generations, and though, 
doubtleſs, 
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doubtleſs, they had daughters, yet there 18 no 


mention made of them. | 
This TJ had a fon, Angus, Doctor of Medi- ,,, Angus Be 
cine, . thune, e- 
He . a prudent man and of good eſteem in the fand i ng 
country, and tho* the M Donalds and M*Leods, 5th laird of Ba 
the moſt powerful clans in that country, were often . 
at variance, yet he was loved and much careſſed 
by both ſides. | | 
He had two ſons, Ferquhard ſenior, and Fer- 
quhard junior. 8 
The latter profeſſed Medecine. He was of a 
frank and chearful temper, and much loved and 
careſſed by all, particularly his patients. He died 
a young man unmarried, and the way and manner 


of his death was this: He had been ſent for by 


the Earl of Sutherland, to attend his Counteſs in a 
dangerous illneſs. When he was returning home 
in a ten oared boat, after ſhe was recovered, it 
happened to land in an iſland, which was not in- 
habited, Here the Doctor and his crew, propoſed 
to ſtay a little and refreſh themſelves ; but alas ! 
the boat being not well faſtned to the ſhore, went 
off with their proviſions ahoard, and twenty days 
thereafter came into Dvunrobin the Earls feat, 
whole and entire. The Earl immediately ſent out 
ſome able hands in queſt of them; but before 
they could poſhbly reach the iſland, all of them 
had died for want of food; and they found the 
Doctor lying on his breaſt within an old chapel, 
with a book under his face, in which he had wrote (2) Manuſcript 


: ſtory of th 
an account of their dreadful difaſter (2). — 
28 sky. 
©uis talia ſando, | = J 3 
Temperet a lacrymis? (3). lib. ii. lin. 6 
et 7. 


His elder brother Ferquhard ſenior (4), was a (4) — 


grave judicious man, and of good ſkill in phyſic. — Jahn = 


He laird of Balfour. 


— — 
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He was faid to have the gravity of the Divine, as 

well as {kill of the Phyſician. HSE 
He had a fon called Angus, who likeways ap- 
oF peared as Doctor of Medicine. He was the ſe- 
ti) The 24 cond Doctor Angus of the family (1). He got a 
+, Dr Anzus, th liberal education, and wrote a ſyſtem of phyſic, 
John Bethune, entitled, "The Lilly of Medicine, which he finiſhed 
Sth lairdof Bat at the foot of Montpelier, after he had ſtudied 
phyſic twenty-eight years. The ſyſtem is yet ex- 
tant in manuſcript, and contains many curious dif- 
coveries concerning the nature of diſeaſes, and 


wx their cures. It is in the Iriſh character, and a- 
bounds with contractions. He deſigned it wholly 


for the uſe of the Highlands. However it ſeems 
of no uſe in the preſent age. None of his poſte- 
rity ſince the death of Mr John Bethune Miniſter 
of Braccadale, is able to read it. Nor could he 
indeed, without the aid of one from Ireland, who 
knew well the Iriſh character, and the contractions 


42.) Manuſeript 1 it 5 
er of oe belonging to it (2) 


Bethunes of the This ſecond Doctor Angus, the fifth deſcendent 
ee in a male-line from John Bethune fifth laird of 


Balfour, and Marjory third daughter of David 


Boſwel of Balmuto, had fix ſons. Ferquhard, 
John, Angus called the Strong, Ewan or Eugene, 
Neil, and Angus called the. fair, all handſome 
ſtately men, more inclined to the military than to 
the gown, or the ſtudy of phyſic, which none of 
them could be prevailed upon to purſue. And 
this the M Donalds, and M*Leods took much a- 
miſs ; they upbraided them as degenerated from 
their forefathers, particularly Doctor Peter their 


they ſaid he had an eſtate of his own in the ſouth, 


yet for the good of mankind, eſpecially the inha- 
bitants 


firſt predeceſſor in that country, who, though, as 
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bitants of that corner, he had taken up his reſi- 
dence among them. This is the only hint we find 


in the manuſcript account of the Bethunes of 


Sky, that Doctor Peter might have been Pitlochy's 
eldeſt ſon, or ſucceeded to that eſtate by the death 
of an elder brother. a 


John the ſecond ſon, and Angus the fair, the 


youngeſt, had gone to Mull to wait on Sir John 
M<*Lean of Dowart, about bufineſs ; and it happen- 
ed the. very next day after their arrival in the iſ- 
land, that Sir John was engaged to fight with the 
M-<Donalds of Lairg. Since this was the caſe, the 


tuo brothers would not be diſſuaded from joining 


them in the engagement, in which, alas! John 
was killed. It was reported in Sky, that Angus 
the fair was likeways found among the ſlain, 
which gave occaſion to the elegy that was made 
on him, in which were deſcribed with great propri- 
ety and elegance, his beauty, courage, and valour. 
He had two ſons both children when he fell. The 
eldeſt Peter was a phyſician. * He died without 
ſucceſſion. The other Duncan had a fon called 


Chriſtopher, who had a ſon named John. And 


John had two ſons, Duncan and Peter (1). 


(t. Manuſcript 


Hiſtory of the 


Angus the third fon, called the rng, on AC- pothunes of the 
count of his being reckoned one of the ſtrongeſt and of 5ky. 


men in the north of Scotland in his time; was 


loſt in the ferry betwixt Sky and Glenelg, in a 


very ſtormy, and tempeſtuous day. He was a 
young man, and had never married. 


Ewan or Eugene, the fourth ſon, died likeways 


young and unmarried. 


Niel the fifth ſon, had but one ſon, named Fer- - 


quhard, who had two ſons, Angus, and Donald. 
Angus the eldeſt had a fon called John, who died 
| young. 


Ds ————— nn 
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young. Donald the ſecond ſon, was loſt at ſea, 
e was a young man, and unmarried. And, 


Angus, who had the appellation of the fair, the 


Fl) e g.. fixth and youngeſt ſon (1), married a daughter of 
ſcendent from Campbell of Ronſay in the long iſland, by whom 


John _ Bethune, he had two ſons, Ferquhard and Donald. 


th laird o : "OY 
bun. Donald the youngeſt, had two ſons, John and 


Ferquhard. Ferquhard the ſecond ſon died un- 
married. John the eldeſt ſon, had only one ſon, 
called likewiſe John, who went to the Welt Indies 
in the year 1729. 
e Ferquhard the eldeſt ſon (2), was a well looked 
from John ge. courageous man, and yet of a quiet and peaceable 
thune 5th lid temper. No leſs than ſeven hundred from Sky, 
were engaged at the unfortunate battle of Wor- 
ceſter, September 3. 1651, who were almoſt all 
killed or taken priſoners. Here Ferquhard juſt 
now mentioned, behaved gallantly and procured 
N fame. On which account, Sir Norman 

Leod of Bernera, third fon of Sir Roderick 
M*Leod of that Ik, who had the command of the 
regiment from that iſland, conceived ſuch an high 
opinion of him, as made him continue always 
firiendly to him, and his ſon after him. 

His relations adviſed him, to go in ſuit of a 
daughter of M Lean of Coll; but in his way to 
wait on her, ſeeing a young gentlewoman of the 
ſirname of Cuy, whoſe father was then one of the 
principal men under M*Leod in Glenelg, he fan- 
cied her rather than Coll's daughter, for in his o- 
pinion, ſhe was the moſt pretty and handſomeſt of 

the two. This choice greatly difobliged his 
friends and relations; and the reaſon was, they 
judged he would have fewer friends by her than 


the other, though indeed, ſhe had conſiderable 
| | connexions, 


. 
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connexions, and had ſeveral of her kindred, prin- 

cipal and leading men in the town of Inver- 

neſs (1). | 
Soon after this, he left Sky,' and got a leaſe of robes 

ſome lands, from the Earl of Seaforth, on the con- Iſland of Sky. | 

tinent in Kintail, This very much chagrined his 

relations and kindred, and the M*Donalds oppo- 
ſed it with all their might. But he paid no re- 

gard to them, and declared openly, he inclined 

that neither he himſelf, nor any of his poſterity, 

ſhould ever return to live in Sky. After he came 

to the continent, he was greatly turmoiled, and 

harraſſed by the M Donalds, who took often the 

opportunity of the ſilence of the night, and con- 

veyed over to Sky, the cattle belonging to him and 

his dependents; but he did not tamely ſubmit to 

theſe depredations, nor ſuffer the authors of them 

to eſcape unpuniſhed ; he as often collected all 

the men he could, went to Sky, and made fuffici- 

ent repriſals. In this way they continued ſome 

conſiderable time, until both parties were heartily 

wearied, and then they mutually agreed, that eve- 

ry one ſhould enjoy his own peaceably, without „e 

any diſturbance or moleſtation (2). 1 
About this time, he. had a ſon born unto him Bechunes of the 

called Kenneth (3), who ſoon after his birth loſt 7 deer PA 

his mother. He fearing, leſt the M*Donalds, 8th deſcendene 

who, notwithſtanding all their pretences, were not from og 

cordially reconciled to him, might take an oppor- of Balfour. 

tunity to take the child back to Sky, ſent him to 

be nurſed at Caſtledownie, under the protection of 

Hugh tenth Lord Fraſer of Lovat. His Lordſhip 

was pleaſed to cauſe take good care of him while 

he was on the breaſt, afterwards brought him to 

his own houſe, and kept him until he was twenty- 

one years of age, during which period, none of 


his 


. CE ECEIO — 
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his relations knew what was become of him, ex- 
cept thoſe who were let into the knowledge of it, 
by the Lord Lovat, whom we juſt now ſpoke of. 


The father, after the death of his firſt wife, mar- 


ried a gentlewoman of the M<Leods of Lewis, a 

family deſcended of the ſame anceſtor with that-of 

M*Leod of that Ik, and confequently as ancient. 

They made a great figure for many centuries, and 

4% Douglas poſſeſſed many lands (1). Betwixt theſe two fa- 

mms milies, there were various ſevere and bloody con- 
teſts, concerning the precedency and chiefship. 


By her he had a ſon, whoſe name was Angus, 


who lived until he was near eighty years of age, 
but never married. ark 
When Kenneth, the fole iſſue of Ferquhard by 
his firſt marriage, left Sir Norman M*Leod of Ber- 
nera's houſe, where he had been for ſome time, 
after he left Caſtledownie, he took up his reſi- 
dence in Sky, and notwithſtanding the heats, ani- 


moſities and feuds, that had long ſubſiſted betwixt 


his father and the M*Donalds, he found them 
moſt kind and friendly, and extremely well diſpo- 
ſed to encourage him, and to give him credit in 
droving to the ſouth, which was the buſineſs he 
ſometimes followed. In perſon and temper, he 
was reckoned like his father. He had the title and 


(2.) Manuſcript , 
Hiltory of the appellation of Leaboſt, (2.) 


Bethunes of he He married Anne M*<Lean of the Family of Dow- 


Wand of Sky. art or Morven, a family that always claimed the 
chietship or precedency. | x 

By her he had five ſons, Daniel, John, Fer- 

quhard, Angus and Neil ; and four daughters, Mari- 

on, Chriſtian, Anne and Mary. Fas! 

John the ſecond ſon had the farm of Lourkill in 

M*Leod's country. He married Elizabeth or Beſſy 

Bethune, eldeſt daughter of Ferquhard Bethune 


of Trein, his kinſwoman, and by her had two ſons, 
| Kenneth 


bs 1 
* 

7 
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Kenneth and John, and three daughters, Euphame, 
and two Annes. | | | | 

John the youngeſt ſon became tenant of Auchork 
in Trotterniſh, He ſerved ten years in the old 
Highland regiment. He was wounded in the arm 
in the battle of Fontenoy, April 30. 1745. He 
married Mary M Lean natural daughter of Doctor 
John M*Lean chamberlain to Lord M Donald, and 
by her had two ſons, Kenneth and Angus, and two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Mary. 

Euphame the eldeſt daughter, was married to 
— - M*<Sween, and to him had a ſon, Duncan, 
and two daughters, Katharine and Margaret. 

Anne the ſecond daughter, was married to Allan 
M<Cafkill, and to him had a ſon called Malcolm, 
and two daughters, Marion and Elizabeth. And, 
Anne the third and youngeſt daughter, was mar- 
ried to M*<Sween, and to him had four ſons, 
Donald, Kenneth, Allan and John, and four daugh- 
ters, Mary, Margaret, Marion and Ehzabeth. 

Kenneth the eldeſt ſon was a ſchoolmaſter in 
Badenoch, and had a farm there called Girgaſk. 
Afterwards he had the farm of Drumoy in Sky, 
from M Donald of that Ilk, in which he died in the 
year 1750. He married Marjory M*<Pherſon, a 
near relation of MꝙPherſon of Clunie, undoubted 
chief of the Clan-Chattan, and by her had a ſon 
called Ewan or Eugene, a coach-carpenter, now at 
London, and a daughter whoſe name is Anne, ( 1.) (:.) Manuſcript 

John Bethune ſecond ſon of Kenneth Bethune gad, ofthe 
of Leaboſt, after Elizabeth or Beffy Bethunc's 1fand of Sky. 
death, married Margaret M*Leod, and by her had 
two ſons, Angus and Daniel, who went to Ameri- 
ca, and three daughters, Marion, Margaret and 
Janet. Marion the eldeſt was married to one John 
Bethune, but to him had no iſſue. | Margaret the 

lleconꝗ 
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Yecond was married to John M*Innes, and to him 
had a ſon called Finlay. And Janet, third and 
youngelt daughter, was married to James CN 
but to him had no iſſue. 

Ferquhard third ſon of Kenneth Bethune of Lea- 
boſt, had a liberal education. He became mini- 
ſter of Croy near Inverneſs, and continued in that 
capacity for 27 years. He died the fifth of Feb- 
ruary 1746, in the 52d year of his age, of an apo- 
plectic fit, as he was walking home to his own houſe. 
He laboured under an irregular ague, attended 
with a complex of other diſeaſes for 15 years before 
his death, and conſulted Doctors Boerhaave, Clark, 
Sinclair, and many others of the moſt eminent 
phyſicians, but all to no purpoſe. Amidſt the ſeve- 
rity of his diſtemper, it pleaſed God moſt remark. 
ably to ſupport him in the diſcharge of his office, 
in which he ſeldom failed, to the ſurprize and admi- 
ration of all who knew him. His piety and chriſ- 
tian prudence, joined with the chearfulneſs and hu- 
manity of his diſpoſition, recommended him to the 
love and eſteem of all his acquaintances, but more 
eſpecially thoſe. of his own pariſh, whoſe regard for 
his memory, will not ſoon, or eaſily be obliterated, 

(2) Manuſcript (1. 


ory of the Notwithſtanding his bad ſtate of health, he diſ- 


* Uland of Sky. covered always a ſtrong turn for antiquity, and in 


particular, made it his buſineſs to be well acquaint- 
ed with the accounts and genealogies of his tribe 
and kindred. 

He married Margaret Roſe, eldeſt daughter of 
John Roſe of Newton, a near relation of Kilravock, 
chief of the ſirname, a family that has continued 
ſince the reign of Alexander the Second. Hugh 
Roſe firſt of the family of Newton, died in the year 
1682. He was third ſon of Robert Roſe fourth ſon 
of William Roſe twelth laird of Kilravock, by — 

wife 
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wife Lilias Hay of Dalgatie, deſcended of the fami- 
ly of Errol, (1.) | * 2H 


(=p „ | (1: Manuſcript 
By her he had two ſons, Hugh and John, and Hifery of we 


| K | family of Kil- 
three daughters, Elizabeth, Jean and Janet. ravock. 


John the ſecond ſon paſſed a courſe of college 
education at Aberdeen, where he commenced maſ- 
ter of arts. He ſtudied hkewile at St Andrews and 
Edinburgh, and made great proficiency. He be- 
came his uncle's ſucceſſor at Roſkeen, and married 
his youngeſt daughter Janet, and by her had 
ſeveral children that died in infancy. He had 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity conferred on him 
by the Univerſity of Aberdeen, and was admitted 
a fellow of the Royal Society at London. He en- 
joyed a clear underſtanding and ſolid judgment, 
and poſſeſſed a large fund of uſeful learning. He 
exhibited to the public different ſpecimens of his 
talents as a writer, which met with the approbation 
of the beſt judges of literary merit. In the pulpit 
his diſcourſes were moſt correct and edifying. He 
was wiſe, cautious and circumſpect, and behaved 
in every reſpect as became his character. Nothing 
could appear more amiable than the patience and 
equanimity with which he bore to the laſt a ſevere 
illneſs of many years continuance. He died the 
14th of April 1774, in the goth year of his age, 
and 20th of his miniſtry, 8 

Elizabeth the eldeſt daughter was married to 
Thomas Duncanſon ſurgeon in Forres, and to him 
had two ſons, John and Hugh, and three daugh- 
ters, Jean, Elizabeth and Janet. | 

Jean, the ſecond daughter, was married to John 
Henderſon exciſe-officer in Forres; and to him had 
a daughter called Henrietta, He died 15th June 
1759, much regreted. And 

Janet, the third and youngeſt daughter, reſides 
in Aberdeen. | 

Hugh, 
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» 


Hugh, the eldeſt ſon, was educate a writer or 
attorney, He went to Jamaica in the year 1748 
and died in 1756. He was very friendly and well 
_ diſpoſed. He was careful and diligent in buſineſs, 

ſober, and regular; and by theſe means acquired a 
_ conliderable — part of which was remitted to 
his mother, brother, and ſiſters, after his death. 
Angus, fourth ſon of Kenneth Bethune of Lea- 
boſt, had a liberal and college education. He be- 
came miniſter of the Scots congregation in the city 
of Fluſhing; and from thence was to have been 
tranſlated to Rotterdam; but his death, which hap- 
pened in the year 1735, prevented it. He never 
married. He was a youth of excellent parts, and 
of a genteel obliging temper. And 
Neil, the fifth and youngeſt ſon, had likewiſe a 
liberal education. He commenced preacher, but 

. never had any particular church aſſigned him. He 

Wi 1 Manvfeript died at Dunkeld about the year 1749 (1). | 

lil Bethvnes of the Marion, the eldeſt daughter of this marriage, 

Wand of Sky. was married to a Gentleman of the ſirname of 

will | M Lean, and had to him five ſons, Ewan or Eu- 

118 gene, Donald, John, Neil, and Murdoch, and a 

| daughter called Anne, who was married to her 

| couſin John Bethune, brother to Mr Neil Bethune 

1 miniſter of Kennoway, and to him had iſſue. 

9 Chriſtian, the ſecond daughter, was married to 

1 John Bethune, eldeſt ſon of Ferquhard Bethune of 

11 : Trein, and to him had only one daughter that ar- 
i rived at any age. She and her huſband were ſe- 

. cond couſins. | 

9 Anne, the third daughter, was married to her 

| kinſman Dr Ferquhard Bethune, couſi- german of 

Mr Neil Bethune miniſter at Kennoway, and to 

him had two ſons, Neil and John. And, 


—— 


Mary, 


— — —— — — —¾— w ̊[AVH— ͤ— — 
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Mary, the fourth and youngeſt daughter, was 
married to William Scott merchant, and for ſome 
time a magiſtrate in the city of Aberdeen, to whom 
ſhe had a daughter called Anne, who was married 
to William Urquhart of Meldrum, repreſentative 
of a very ancient and reſpectful family; and, ſince 
the death of Colonel James Urquhart of Cromarty 
in the year 1741, undoubted chief of the ſirname, 
and had to him a ſon called William (1). She died (.) Niſber's 
at Aberdeen in the twenty-ſixth year of her age, fi. 4 LD 
15th May 1757. The following inſcription to her lass Baronage. 
praiſe was inſerted ſoon after her death in the Scots Rey 


Magazine (2). p. 292. 


To the memory of Anne Scott Lady Meldrum, 
In whoſe charaQter the amiable qualities, 
Of a wife, a mother, and a friend, 
Were agreeably blended. 


She was mild, affable, and chearful, 
Tender and affectionate, 
Senſible, generous, and open. 


In family concerns, a great economiſt; 
Neither mean nor prodigal. 


Her unaffected piety, 
Equal temper, 
And continual flow of ſpirits, 
Balanced the inconveniencies 
Of a delicate conſtitution, _ 
Gave a reliſh to life; 
But could not prevent the ſtroke of death ! 


| Reader ! . 
Reflect upon the inſtability of human enjoyments, 
Health is precarious ; beauty but vain 
Riches have wings; our friends muſt die; 
Virtue alone endureth for ever. 
The 


9 — ih <tc — — = — — — —— — 
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Ihe above mentioned Mary Bethune, after Wil- 
ham Scott's deceaſe, was married to Doctor James 
Dun, principal maſter of the Grammar School of 
Aberdeen; and to him had two ſons, Alexander 
and John, and a daughter called Mary. Alexan- 
der, the eldeſt, was educated a writer or attorney. 
He afterwards became an officer of marines. John, 
the other, was appointed one of the Doctors of his 

_ father's ſchool. And the daughter, Mary, was 
married to Dr James Beattie, Profeflor of Moral 
Philoſophy and Logic in the Mariſchal College of 
Aberdeen, whoſe poetical and philoſophical works 
are well known; and who, on account of the mes 
rit diſplayed in them, obtained an handſome re- 
ward from Government. And to him has a ſon 
called James-Hay, in teſtimony of regard to the 
Larl of Errol. In | 
Daniel Bethune, eldeſt ſon of Kenneth Bethune of 

(1.) Denzel Be- Leaboſt (1.), paſſed a courſe of education at the uni- 


8 verſity of Aberdeen, and commenced maſter of 


John Bethune, arts. After appearing a ſhort while in the charac- 


5th laird of Bal- 


: wig ter of a preacher, he was ordained miniſter at Ar- 


deſyre, September 24. 1713; and from thence, 
April 25. 1717, was tranſlated to Roſkeen. He 
died of an aſthma in the houſe of Newmore in his 
own pariſh, March 15. 1754, in the 76th year of 
his age. He was a moſt faithful, diligent, and aſ- 
ſiduous paſtor. He had the happineſs of ſeeing 
many good effects of his labours, and of obſerving 
many growing wiſer and better by means of his in- 
ſtructions. He poſſeſſed a moſt happy turn for 
compoſing any differences and animoſities that 
happened in the neighbourhood. He was endow- 
ed with ſingular and diſtinguiſhed prudence, and of 
a moſt circumſpe& walk and converſation ; fo that 

the 


— G 7—ß— ⁰ 
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[- the character given by Buchanan to his kinſman, 

— James Bethune Archbiſhop of St Andrews, © Vir | 
of « ſummi prudentia,” might have juſtly been ap- (1) Buchana- 
r plied to him (1). In ſhort, he was noted for piety, 3 lib. 14. 
1 integrity, innocence, and every virtue that adorns 

2 # the chriſtian life. On this account his memory is 

1y | moſt dear, not only to his friends and relations, 

is and thoſe of his own pariſh, but to all thoſe that 

is had the good fortune to be acquainted with him. 

al He married Grizel Ruſſel, eldeſt daughter of 

of Vö±fjames Ruſſel chamberlain to the Earl of Murray, 

Ss 0a Gentleman who had ſtrong ſenſe, great cecono- 

» my, and was eminent for piety; and therefore 

>- XX much beloved and careſſed by all the better ſort. 

n By her he had ſeveral ſons, who died young, and 

E one Kenneth, who died of a conſumption in the 


= 24th year of his age. He promiſed much, and, for 
of MF this reaſon, his death was much regretted. And 


i- by her alſo he had four daughters that came the 
of RF length of women, Margaret, Iſobel, Anne, and | 
o- Janet. 

r- | Margaret, the eldeſt, died of a pleuretic fever 
e, on the 3d day, in the 18th year of her age. She 
lc vas very handſome and well looked, and, at the 
is RF ſame time, extremely well diſpoſed. 

of | Ifobel, the ſecond daughter, was married to Mr 
Adam Roſe miniſter of Dingwall, and to him had 
g MM fourteen children; but of them only four are alive, 
g two ſons, Mr Daniel, a preacher of the goſpel, 
n- RF and Alexander; and two daughters, Grizel and 
Dr Janet. | 

at Anne, the third daughter, was married to Mr 
- Thomas Whyte miniſter of Libberton near Edin- 
of burgh, ſon of James Whyte of Stockbrigs, by Ma- 
at WF rion Cochran, eldeſt daughter of John Cochran of 
* LO Struthers, 
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Struthers, deſcended of Cochran of Dundonald, 


and to him had ſeven ſons, James, Daniel, Gordon, 
David, Thomas, who died in infancy, Kenneth; 
who died likewiſe in infancy, and Wallace-Doug- 
las, and a daughter called Johanna-Ruſſel, that 
died March 15. 1777, at Cromarty. She herſelf 
died June the 2d 1774, in the 49th year of her age. 
She was bleſſed with great parts, and a moſt ex- 
tenſive knowledge. Few, when ſhe had any health, 
were quicker or more lively; few wrote more ea- 
ſily, or with greater ſpirit and propriety. And ſhe 
was remarkable for friendſhip, charity, and an un- 
common candour and openneſs of heart. And, 
Janet, the fourth and youngeſt, was married to 
her couſin-german Dr John Bethune, her father's 
ſucceſſor at Roſkeen, and to him had ſeveral chil- 
dren that died, as already related, in infancy. 
Kenneth Bethune of Leaboſt, who had ſuch a 
numerous and happy oftspring, died April 1708, 
and his wife Anne M*Lean in May 1721. | 
(1.) Ferqubard Ferquhard, the eldeſt ſon of the ſecond Dr An- 
Rethune, 6th de. gus, and ſixth deſcendent in a male-line from John 
John Bethune Bethune fifth laird of Balfour; and Marjory, third 
Sed of Bal- daughter of David Boſwel of Balmuto (1.), was , 
reckoned a wiſe and judicious man. One of the 
reaſons he gave why he did not ſtudy phyſic was, 
That his father had ſtudied that ſcience for 27 years: 
That he himſelf would have ſpent the beſt part of 
his life before he appeared as a phyſician; and that 
afterwards, when he ſettled in ſuch a remote cor- 
ner as Sky, he would not find encouragement pro- 
portionable to his pains and improvement. 
He had fix ſons, Angus, Peter, Ewan or Eugene, 
Kenneth, Neil, and John. 


Peter, 
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Peter, the ſecond ſon, had a ſon named Donald, 
who had two ſons, John and Peter, that never 
married, and were both loſt at ſea. 

Ewan or Eugene, the third ſon, had ſeven ſons, 
John ſenior, Neil, Ferquhard, Donald, Kenneth, 
John junior, and Angus. 

Neil, the ſecond ſon, had one ſon named Do- 
nald, who had a ſon called Neil. 

Ferquhard, the third ſon, had the title and ap- 
pellation of Trein. He married a daughter of 
M*Caſkili of Runnunam, by whom he had two 
ſons, John and Neil, and as many daughters, Eli- 
zabeth or Beſſy, and Katharine. Neil, the ſecond 
ſon, died without iſſue. Elizabeth or Beſſy, was 
married to John Bethune, ſecond ſon of Kenneth 
Bethune of Leaboſt, and to him had iſſue as was 
obſerved. And Katharine, the youngeſt daughter, 
was married to a Gentleman of the ſirname of 
M*<Sween. John, their eldeſt brother, was a man 
of good natural parts, and well educated. He was 
a very zealous revolutioner. He married Chriſtian 
Bethune, ſecond daughter of Kenneth Bethune of 
Leaboſt, as was noticed before, -and to him had 
ſeveral ſons and daughters who died young, and 
one daughter that arrived at age. He died about 
the 35th year of his age. 

Donald, fourth ſon of Ewan or Eugene, died 
young and never married. 

Kenneth, fifth ſon of Ewan or Eugene, removed 
from Sky to Mull, where he lived proſperouſly and 
had four ſons, Hector, Ewan or Eugene, John, 
and Roderick. Ewan or Eugene, the ſecond, died 
unmarried. John, the third fon, died of a high 
fever, ſoon after he was licenſed to preach the goſ- 
pel. He was a youth of excellent parts and of a 

bright 
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bright genius. Roderick, the youngeſt, took up 
his reſidence in South Uiſt. He married a Couſin 
of M Donald of Clanronald, and had iflue. He li- 
ved in good circumſtances. His eldeſt brother 
(1.) Manuſcript Hector went to Ireland (1.) 

Badem, of me John Junior, ſixth ſon of Ewan or Eugene, had 
| Iſland of Sky. the title of Luſta. He married a daughter of 
M*<Leod of Geſto, one of the oldeſt cadets of 
M*Leod of that ilk, by whom he had three ſons, 
Donald, Duncan, and Ewan or Eugene. Dun- 
can, the ſecond, died young and never married. 
Ewan or Eugene, the youngeſt, had only one ſon 
called John. Donald, the eldeſt ſon, went to Phi- 
ladelphia in North America. John junior, the fa- 
ther, was ſo witty, hvely, and diverting in conver- 
ſation, t..at the lairds and other gentlemen of the 
country, were vaſtly fond of his company. And, 
Angus, ſeventh and youngeſt ſon of Ewan or 

Eugene, died young and unmarried. : 
John ſenior, the eldeſt fon of Ewan or Eugene, 

had no iſſue. 

Kenneth, fourth fon of Ferquhard, ſixth deſcen- 
dent from John Bethune fifth laird of Balfour, had 
three ſons,- John, Kenneth, and Donald. Kenneth, 
the ſecond ſon, had the title of Clachamiſh. He 
had three ſons, Donald, Angus, and Alexander. 
Angus, the ſecond ſon, had a ſon called Kenneth. 
Whether Alexander, the third ſon, married or not, 
is unaſcertained. Donald, the eldeſt fon; was a 
ſtrong courageous man. He married a Gentle- 
woman of the ſirname of Frazer, and had children 
who all died young. Donald, the youngeſt ſon of 
Kenneth, fourth ſon of Ferquhard, died unmar- 
ried : And his eldeſt brother, John, had the title 
of Leonol or Leanel. He had two ſons, John and 
Donald. 
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Donald. There is no information whether Donald 
married or not; nor any thing known further 
concerning him. John, the eldeſt, died at ſchool. 
He was a very promiſing boy. | 

Neil, fifth ſon of Ferquhard, had three ſons, 
John, Neil, and Angus. 

Neil the ſecond ſon was a man of great {kill in 
phyſic, which ſeemed more natural than acquired. 
He got little or no education, and yet had ſingular 
ſucceſs in curing ſeveral dangerous diſtempers. 'He 
did not appear in the quality of a phyſician, until he 
arrived at the age of 40. He pretended to judge 
of the various properties of plants and roots 
their different taſtes. He nicely obſerved the co- 
lours of their flowers, from whence he learned 
their aſtringent and looſening qualities. He ex- 
tracted the juice of plants and roots after a chy- 
mical way, peculiar to himſelf, and with little 
or no charge. He conſidered the conſtitutions of 
his patients before he adminiſtred any medicines 
to them. And he formed ſuch a ſyſtem for curing 
diſeaſes, as ſerved for a rule and directory to him 
on all occaſions. He treated Riverius's Lilium me- 
dicinæ, and ſome other practical pieces, that he 
heard of, with contempt and diſdain, ſince, in ſeve- 
ral inſtances, their methods of curing had failed 
when his had been ſucceſsful. Some of the diſeaſes 
cured by him were running ſores in the legs and 
arms, and grievous head-aches. He had the bold- 
nels and reſolution to cut a piece out of a woman's 
ſkull broader than half a crown, and by this opera- 
tion reſtored her to perfe& health. This account, 
Martin gives of him in his deſcription of the Weſt- 
ern Ifles : And further adds, A gentlewoman of 
my acquaintance, having contracted a dangerous 

pain 
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pu in her belly a few days after ſhe had been de- 


. livered of a child, and ſeveral medicines having 
been uſed to no purpoſe ; ſhe was thought paſt re- 
covery, if ſhe continued in that ſituation a few 
hours longer. Luckily for her, this Doctor at that 
very juncture happened to make her a viſit, and, by 
applying a ſimple plant to the part affected, gave 
her entire eaſe. One of, his patients told me, that 
he ſent him a cap interlined with ſome ſeeds, &c. 

to wear for the cough, which it removed in a little 
time, and had the like effect on his brother.“ 

„ The ſucceſs attending this man's cures was fo 
extraordinary,“ continues the ſame author, © that ſe- 
veral people thought his performances to have pro- 
ceeded from an intercourſe and compact with the 
devil, rather than from the knowledge he had of 
the virtue of fimples. - To obviate this calumny, 
Mr Bethune pretended to have had ſome education 
from his father, though he died when he himſelf 
was but a boy. I have diſcourſed with him ſeriouſ- 
ly at different times, and I am fully ſatisfied, that 

| he uſed no undue or unlawful means for effectuat- 
(1) Martin's ing his cures.” (1.) OI ; 

Deſcription of He had one ſon called Ferquhard, who got ſome 

gg oh ge education as a phyſician, was remarkably wiſe and 

printed Anno prudent, and meddled with no patients but ſuch as 

* he was aſſured he could give a good account of. 

He married Anne Bethune, third daughter of Ken- 

neth Bethune of Leaboſt, by whom he had two ſons, 

Neil and John. And, BG 

Angus third and youngeſt fon of Neil fifth ſon of 

Ferquhard, married a daughter of M*Leod of Geſ- 

to, who was relict of John Bethune junior, ſpoken 

of before, and by her had two ſons, Neil and _—_ 
N | Jo 
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John the ſecond ſon had the farm of Burrerick in 
Sky. He died about the year 1767. - He married 
Anne M<Lean, as already noticed, and by her had 
five daughters, Flora, Marion, Katharine, Mary 
and Janet. And, 55 

Neil, the eldeſt ſon, got his education at St An- 
drews, where he commenced Maſter of Arts, and 
made great proficiency in his ſtudies. He was 
ordained miniſter of Kennoway, Auguſt 30. 1750. 
He died, December 29. 1771. He was chearful 
and agreeable in converſation, his public diſcourſes 
were affecting, and at the ſame time ſenſible and 
judicious, he diſcovered on every occaſion a warm 
heart and ſtrong friendſhip, and he was particularly 
kind to ſuch of his relations as ſtood in need of his 
aſſiſtance. 

He married Janet, daughter of Andrew Jamieſon 
of Weſter-Newton, an heritor of his own pariſh ; 
and Margaret Gib, an heireſs in Arngoſt pariſh, 
and by her had a ſon called Andrew, and three 
daughters, Maxwell, Margaret and Jean. 

John, eldeſt fon of Neil fifth ſon of Ferquhard, 
had no iſſue, _ 

About the ſame time that this John flouriſhed, 
there was one John Bethune who profeſſed medicine 
in Mull. He was buried at Icolm-kill, and on his 
tomb- ſtone is the following inſeription: Hic jacet 
Joannes Betonus Maclenorum familiæ medicus, 
qui mortuus eſt 19. Novembris 1657. Donaldus 
Betonus fecit 1674. If he was not the John juſt 
now ſpoken of, he behoved to be one of his rela- 
tions. And, | | | 

John, ſixth and youngeſt ſon of Ferquhard, had 
the title and appellation of Skeaboſt. He was kind 
and friendly, much eſteemed by his relations, and 
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all others who had the good fortune to be acquaint- 
ed with him. 

He married a daughter of MLeod of Geſto, 
who lived till ſhe was near an hundred years old. 
By her he had fix ſons, Duncan, John ſenior, An- 
gus, Peter, John gunior, and Ferquhard. 

John ſenior, the ſecond ſon, had only one daugh- 
ter, who was married to a gentleman of the fir- 
name of M*Leod, and to him had iflue. | | 

Angus, the third ſon, had the title of Donnel- 
rich. He married Florence M*Leod of Geſto's fa- 
mily, by whom he had four ſons, John, Ewan or 
Eugene, Ferquhard and Norman, and four daugh- 
ters, Chriſtian, Margaret, Euphemia and Marion. 

Ewan or Eugene the ſecond, had, upon his father's 
death, the title of Donnelrich. He married Mar- 
garet M'Leod, daughter of M*Leod of Fernaleas, 
and by her bad a ſon called Angus, and a daughter 
whoſe name was Flora. 

Ferquhard the third ſon, died a young man. 
And, 

Norman the fourth and youngeſt ſon, died, af- 
ter paſſing his courſes at the College, He was a 
ver y promiſing youth. 

hriſtian the eldeſt daughter was married to Al- 
lan M<Caſkill, and to him had three ſons, Kenneth, 
John and Donald, and four daughters, Anne, 
Margaret, Marion and Chriſtian. ' 
Margaret the ſecond daughter was married to 
William M*<Leod of Feorlig, and to him had four 
ſons, John, Alexander, Norman and Donald ; and 
two daughters, Janet and Marion. 

Euphemia the third daughter, was married to 
Alexander M*Leod, and to him had a fon called 
Norman; - 
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Norman; and two een Flora and Latha- 
rine. And, 

Marion the fourth and. youngeſt daughter, was 
firſt married to Kenneth M*Caſkill, and to him' had 
only one daughter, Iſabel; and eU to John 
M.Leod of Totardor, to whom ſhe had one ſon cal- 
led Donald. 

John the eldeſt ſon of Angus Bethune of Don- 
nelrich, had an Univerſity education. He com- 


menced preacher, and afterwards was admitted mi- 


niſter of Glenſhiel, where he maintained an ami- 
able character, and gave univerſal ſatisfaction. He 
lately reſigned, and lives with his ſon at Alneſs in 
Roſs. 
He married Chriſtian eldeſt daughter of Mr Do- 
nald M-Leod miniſter of Lochalſh or Lochaiſh in 
the county of Roſs, and by her had two ſons, An- 
gus and John; and two daughters, Margaref, and 
Flora, 

John, the ſecond ſon, had a liberal education, 
and is now miniſter of Harris in the preſbytery of 
Uiſt. 

The eldeſt daughter Margaret was married to 
Mr Donald M*Leod miniſter of Glenelg, and to him 
has four ſons, John, Roderick, Donald and Nor- 


man; and three daughters, Chriſtian, Margaret and 


Anne. And, 

The ſecond and youngeſt daughter Flora der 
married to Roderick M*Leod of Borlin in Sk 
to him has two daughters called Chriſtian 5 wh 

The eldeſt ſon Angus had a liberal education. 
He ſtudied both at Aberdeen and Edinburgh. He 
was firſt miniſter of Harris, and from thence tranſ- 
lated to Alneſs. 

D He 


(1.) Douglas's Of the family (1.), and by her has two ſons, John 


Baronage. 
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He married Katharine Monro daughter of Co- 
lonel Andrew Monro in the Dutch ſervice, and Ja- 
net Monro daughter of George Monro of Culcairn, 
ſecond ſon of Sir Robert Monro, who was fifth Ba- 
ronet of Foulis, and of the twenty-third generation 
and Hector, and a daughter Janet. 

Peter, fourth fon of John ſixth, and youngeſt 
ſon of Ferquhard eldeit ſon of the ſecond Doctor 
Angus, had the title and appellation of Skea- 
boſt. He married a gentlewoman of Geſto's fami- 
ly, by whom he had a fon called Ferquhard, who 
died unmarried ; and two daughters, Chriſtian and 
Hobel. | TI | 

John ſunior, the fifth ſon, had the title of Bre- 
boſt. He married alſo a Gentleman of M*Leod 
of Geſto's family; and by her had four ſons, 
John, Ferquhard, Angus, and Neil. Fer- 
quhard the ſecond ſon, died a young man in Eng- 
land. Angus, the third ſon, married Chriſtian, 
daughter of Donald Campbell of Scalpa, and by 
her had two ſons, John, a chaplain in Colonel 
MLean's Royal Highland Emigrants, and Fer- 
quhard; and three daughters, Katharine, Margaret, 
and Flora. He and his family went to America. 
Neil, the fourth and youngeſt ſon, poſlefles the 
farm of Orboſt. He married his couſin Janet 
M*Leod, daughter of William M*Leod of Feorlig 
before mentioned, and by her' has a fon Alexan- 
der, and two daughters, Margaret and Chriſtian, 
John, the eldelt fon, upon his father's death, had 
the title of Breboſt. He married a daughter of 
M-*Lean of Eddin-bain, and by her has two ſons, 
John and Duncan, and a daughter called Marga- 


ret. Duncan, the ſecond ſon, ſtudied phyſic in 
Edinburgh, 
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Edinburgh, and is now a ſurgeon in Jamaica. The 
daughter Margaret was firſt married to Be- 
thune of Oſtle, and to him had two ſons. She 
was afterwards married to Roderick MLeod in 
Suaboſt; to him had a ſon and three daughters. 
John, the eldeſt ſon, poſſeſſes and has the title of 
Breboſt. He married a daughter of Alexander 
Bethune of Clochamiſh, and by her has iſſue. And 
Ferquhard, the ſixth and youngeſt ſon. of John 
of Fabol, ſixth and youngeſt ſon of Ferquhard, 
eldeſt ſon of the ſecond Dr Angus, removed from 
Sky, took a poſſeſſion in the Iſland of Mull, and 
flouriſhed much. He had two ſons, John and An- 
gus. I know nothing concerning Angus the 
youngeſt. John, the eldeſt, married a daughter of 
Kenneth Bethune in Mull, his couſin-german once 
removed, by whom he had three ſons, Ferquhard, 
Kenneth, and Angus. | 

Duncan, the eldeſt ſon of John ſixth and young- 
eſt ſon of Ferquhard, eldeſt ſon of the ; ſecond Dr 
Angus, ſixth deſcendent from John Bethune fifth 
laird of Balfour, was a miniſter in the iſland of 
Mull. He was ſo much beloved by his parithioners, 
that he was continued in his church and benefice 
alter the Revolution, though he would not comp! 
with preſbytery. His only fon John married a ſe= 
cond couſin of M<Lean laird of Lochbuy, a family _ 
juſt as ancient as that of Dowart or Morven, and 
which has often claimed the chiefship and prece- 
dency. By her he had ſeveral ſons. He was en- 
gaged in the year 1745. Aﬀterwards he returned 
to Mull, and lived with his family, IIis ſons left 
the ifland, I am informed, long ago, in order to 
puſh their fortunes ; what became of them I know 
not, 
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I proceed now, according to my uſual method, 
to give an account of Angus the eldeſt fon of the 
Ferquhard fo often mentioned, and his poſterity. 
_ He was likewiſe a Doctor of Medicine, and the 
third Dr Angus of the family. He was the ſeventh 
deſcendent in a male-line from John Bethune fifth 
' laird of Balfour, and Marjory, third daughter of 
Baches anens David Boſwell of Balmuto (1.)- | 
ſcendent from He had three ſons, John, Ferquhard, and An- 
J nden u gus; and two daughters, Katharine and Florence. 
four. He was Ferquhard, the Reond ſon, was a thriving man, 
- de > 1 8 and much reſpected. He had five ſons, Neil, Do-— 
; nald, John ſenior, Angus, and John junior. Do- 
nald, the ſecond ſon, was a phyfician, and went to 
England, where he died unmarried. John ſenior, 
the third ſon, was engaged at Sheriff-muir, Novem- 
ber 13. 1715, and afterwards died unmarried. An- 
us, the fourth fon, went to Barbadoes in the Welt 
ndies. And John ſunior, the fifth and youngeſt 
. fon, was. loſt at ſea. Neil, the eldeſt fon, had a 
college education, and commenced a preacher. He 
went to London, and there died unmarried. 
Angus, the third and youngeſt ſon, had two 
fons, Ferquhard and John. The youngeſt ſon 
John had one fon named Neil. Ferquhard, the 
) Manuſcripe eIdeſt, had no ſons (2.) | foal, 5 
Hiſtory of the Katharine, the eldeſt daughter, was married to 
Rethunes of the Mr. Walker Writer to the Signet. And 
Florence, the ſecond and youngeſt daughter, 
: was married to a Gentleman of the firname of 
M*Leod in Sky, and had iſſue. ? 
(3) Jobn Be- John, the eldeſt fon of the third Dr Angus, was 
thune, Sch de- the eight deſcendent in a male-line from John Be- 
Fanden, from (une fifth laird of Balfour, and Marjory Boſwell 


John Bethune 


Sth laird of Bal- third daughter of David Boſwell of Balmuto (3.) 
four: 25 After 
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After going through a courſe of education, he be- 
came miniſter of Braccadale in Sky. He was not 
only a learned divine, but an able phyſician. He 
was the firſt that diſpenſed ' the Sacrament of the 
Supper in the iſland after the proteſtant way, He 
died in 1707, much regretted. © | 2 
He married Marrion M*Leod, daughter of 
M*Leod' of Drynoch, deſcended of Tormod, ſe- 
cond ſon of John M*Leod of that ilk, who was of 8 
the tenth 3 of the family (1.) By her he (1) Douglas's 
had ſeveral ſons. The eldeſt was a very promiſing 1 Page 
youth. He died at Edinburgh, when he was ſtu- 
dying divinity. Soon after this, three or four of 
his ſons died at home of the ſmall pox. He had 
_ only two ſons that arrived at age, Vermihard and 
Kenneth, and two daughters, whoſe names I have 
not been informed of. „ 
Kenneth, the younger ſon, was favoured with a 
liberal education. He was admitted miniſter of 
Kilmuir in Sky, the pariſh-church of Sir Alexander 
M Donald. He died in the year 1739, © 
He married Chriftian, the eldeſt daughter of 
MLeod of Waterſtine, defcended of William 
M*Leod of Hammer, fourth ſon of Sir Roderick 
M*Leod of that ilk, commonly called Rory More, 
or Roderick the Great, who was of the 14th ge- 
neration of the family (2.) By her he had two (z) Povglav's 
ſons, John and William. The latter had a liberal 38. 
education, and is now miniſter of Duirniſh in Sky. 
He lately married Janet, daughter of John M*Kin- 
non of Gloafankil. John, the eldeſt ſon, got like- 
wiſe a liberal education. He died abroad, 
The eldeſt daughter of Mr John Bethune, mini- 
ſter of Braccadale, was married to Neil M*Kacharn 
of Kilellan in Eintyre, chicf of the firname, but 


had no iſſue. 


The 
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The other daughter was married.to M- Leod of 
Geſt o. ben | | | 
Ferquhard, the eldeſt ſon of Mr John Bethune 


juſt now mentioned, was the ninth deſcendent in a 
male - line from John Bethune fifth laird of Balfour, 
and Marjory third daughter of David Boſwell of 

(1.) Ferquherd Balmuto (1.) He removed from Sky to Kintyre, 
pethune,9t9 where he married Iſobel, daughter of Colin 
John Bethune M*Eacharn of Kilellan. He ſucceeded to the 

ben, e Bal: eftate of Kilellan, upon the death of his wife's 

. brother Neil without iſſue. But it was ſo much 
burdened with debt, and what was free of it was 

ſo much embarraſſed by the Dutcheſs Dowager of 
Argyle, who raiſed a moſt expenſive and tedious 
proceſs againſt him, which could not be brought 
to a final deciſion until ſome time after his Pose 
death: For theſe reaſons, inſtead of gaining any 
thing by the ſucceſſion, he was a great loſer ; and, 
on that account, was obliged to part with a good 
deal of his own patrimony, He died in the year 
1762, aged almoſt an hunde. 
- By his wife Iſobel M*Eacharn,, he had fix ſons, 
Angus, Hector, John, Colin, Lauchlan, and Dun- 
can. eee * 
Hector, the ſecond ſon, went to the military. 
He married Iſobel MLeod, and by her left a ſon 
called Kenneth. _ „ | 

[fi | John, the third ſon, reſided in Sky until a few 

"1/288 years ago, he joined a company of emigrants to 

3 America. He married a Gentlewoman of the fa- 

Il miily of M.Leod of Raſay, deſcended of Malcolm- 

(2) Douglas's Garve M<Leod, eighth Baron of Lewis (2.), and had 

Baronage. a family, Some of his ſons had ſet out for Ame- 

11 rica a year or two before him. | 

118 Colin, the fourth fon, became an Officer of the 

| | 0 Cuſtoms at Inverneſs. He married Janet N 

155 2 | | | 25 


— — 
— * _ — te — - 
—— 
— 7 
— 


2 

- 2 — a — 
— ee 

80 — — 5 


— — . — 
ASD v4 — — 
2 


——— 


— F 


PR 
— 2 bs 
— —— Rn 


_ —- — 
— —— — nes 
— 
—— > ens et, 


WB oats ow Cali 
— 


. 
— 


2 ab 4 


. — 
RC OP 

4 he WO —7* 
* 


— 


Account of the BRETHUNxs, &c. 31 

and by her left a ſon called Ferquhard, who is now 

a merchant's clerk in Charleſton South Carolina; 
and two daughters, Anabella and Emilia. 

Lauchlan, the fifth ſon, betook himſelf to a mi- 

| litary life. He died ſome years ago. He never 
married. And 5 | 

Duncan, the fixth and youngeſt ſon, lives in 
Wiltſhire in England, and is employed in the mer- 
cantile way. He lately married, and has a ſon and 
a daughter. 

Angus, the eldeſt ſon of this generation, was the 
tenth deſcendent in a male-line from John Bethune 
fifth laird of Balfour, and Marjory third daughter 5 
of David Boſwell of Balmuto (1.) He reſided the (0 Angus Be. 
molt part of his life in the neighbourhood of Edin- une 19th des 

burgh. Upon his father's deceaſe, he became John Bethune | 
chief of the Bethunes of the iſſand of Sky. He . f Bam! 
died February 1766, in the Goth year of his age. 

In 1733, he married a Gentlewoman of the fir- 
name of Horn; and by her had fix ſons, Andrew, 
Neil, John, William, Peter, and Angus; and four 
daughters, Margaret, Jean, Marion, and Euphame, 
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Ihhus have we traced the Hiſtory and Accounts 
of the Bethunes of the iſland of Sky for more than 
two Centuries and an half. And indeed what hath 
been related in theſe Memoirs, ſufficiently verifies 

the following verſes of the eclebrated Pope. 


Like leaves on trees the race of man is found, 

Now green in youth, now coith ring on the ground, 

Another race the following ſpring ſupplies, 

They fall ſucceſſive, and ſucceſſive riſe ; 

Sg gencrations in their courſe decay, 4 

Se ficuriſh theſe, when theſe are paſt away. (2) BE Thad, B. 

VI. ver. 181, 

The 23. 4-55 & -G. : 
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The ſon of Sirach in the book of Eccleſiaſtieus, 
has a thought much to the ſame purpoſe. © As 
of the green leaves on a thick tree,” ſays he, 
“ ſome fall, and ſome grow, ſo is the generation 
of fleſh and blood; one cometh to an end, and a- 
% Book of nother is born, (1.)” And Solomon, who has 
3 carefully ſtudied the ſeveral ſtages of human life, 
| and the various events to which mankind are ſub- 
jected, and on this account was fully convinced of 

the vanity of all things here below, obſerves, 

That one generation paſſeth away, and another 

| generation cometh, but the earth abideth for ever, 

(2) Book of (2,)” that is, continues and endures, in order to 
receives back thoſe bodies which come out of it : 
For no generation can abide as the earth doth, but 
follows the foregoing, as the next that comes after 
ſhall follow it unto their graves. * Duſt we are, 
630 Book of and to duſt we muſt return, (3.)” Our bodies, 
2 e. W- which a few years ago were only embryoes, will 
ſoon be reduced to earth and bones.. And the 

earth, though more durable and laſting than our 

bodies, ſhall, at length be diſſolved, “ nay, the 

heavens themſelves,” as the Apoſtle Peter has ex- 

preſsly foretold, * ſhall paſs with a great noiſe, 

(4.) Second and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, (4.)” 


v. 4. 


Epitte of beter, But our ſouls, like God, after whoſe image they 


c. 3. v. 10. e 27 
are made, remain for ever. Certainly then, it is 


the duty of the people of every tribe and family, 

to ſecure in the firſt place the intereſts of their 

ſouls, and to ſtudy to procure the favour of God, 

which includes every bleſſing, every advantage, 
1 con and can never never have an end, (5.) 


The 
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The Bethunes of the iſland of Sky, are intitled 
to bear the ſame coat of arms, the ſupporters except- 
ed, with Bethune of Balfour their chief, with an 
annulet or ring for a difference, ſince they are de- 


ſcended of a fifth ſon of that family. 
And as this. is the caſe with reſpect to the Be- 


thunes of the iſland of Sky, ſo with en to their 
deſcendents. 
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SOT ACCOUNT 
oO THE 


BETHUNE 8, 


In other Places of-the NokTH-COUNTRY, 
beſides thoſe in the land of SKY. 


AviNG in this manner finiſhed the memoirs 

of the Bethunes of the iſland of Sky, their 

connections and deſcendents. lt will not be impro- 

per to give ſome account of the Bethunes in other 
places of the North Country. 

The Bethunes of Moydart,  Morven and Locha- 
ber, derive their deſcent from a ſecond ſon of Doc- 
tor Peter, which indeed is very probable, tho? that 
ſon be not recorded in the manuſcript account of 
the family, for he might have gone from Sky to 
that country, and continued there on account of his 
relation and connection with the laird of Moydart' $ 


(1) The ge- family, (1.) 


thunes of Moy - 
dart, Moryen, & 


Lochaber. 


The Bethunes of Sutherland and Caithneſs, de- 
rive their original from a brother of the ſecond Doc- 
tor Angus, that wrote the Lilly of Medicine, and 
who went to that country after the death of his 
uncle Ferquhard junior, that died in the uninhabi- 
ted iſland ; and for whom the Earl of Sutherland 
had ſuch a regard, that he would not allow him to 
return to the place of his nativity the iſland of Sky, 

but 
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but gave him all manner of encouragement to take 
up his reſidence among his people in his own terri- 
tories. The third and laſt Doctor Angus was ſo 
much convinced of this, that he ſent to the eldeſt 
branch of the Sutherland Bethunes, a gun, ſword 
and target, as an evidence of his regard for them, 
and that they were deſcended of his family, and as 
a teſtimony of his deſire to cultivate a friendſhip () The Be- 
and correſpondence with them, (1.) thunes of Su» 
It is not to be doubted, but ſeveral are deſcend- Hong _ 
ed of the Bethunes of Sky, whoſe names have not 
been recorded in the preceding account ; of whom 
ſome may be in England, others in Ireland and fo- 
reign plantations. | | 
It is certain however, there were Bethunes in 
Sky before Doctor Peter came to that country, fa- 
milies of good eſteem and repute, but could give 
no account how or when they arrived thither. They 
are now almoſt extinct, (2.) | : (2.) There 
Others of the name of Bethune came to this ts —_ 
Iſland after the Doctor had taken up his reſidence Dr Peter came 
in it, who were able and careful phyſicians. A few e dhe and: 
of them are ſtill in that country. One of them cal- 
led Neil, not finding proper education at home, went 
to the Scotch College in Paris, to which James Be- 
thune laſt Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, of the Popiſh 
perſuaſion, had been an eminent benefactor, and 
there he continued until he came over in the year 
1715, and joined with thoſe that were engaged at 
Sheriff-muir. After which he went to Spain, where 
ſome years ago, he got a regiment. And the laſt | 
time he wrote to his friends in the North, he told ,, (3 Net Be- 


une, who got 


them he was in expectation of being made a gene- a regiment in 
„ Spain, 


Bethune 


a6 A Short Account of the BRrhuxxs, &c. 


Bethune of Culnaſkia, and his people in Roſs- 
ſhire, are of a much longer ſtanding than the Be- 
thunes in Sky, if we may believe their own ac- 
counts, for they ſay their right and title to the lands 
..) Bethune Of Culnaſkia, is above five hundred years old, (i.) 
of Culnalkie in There is a valiant little clan in Kintail, part of 

5 Seaforth's country, called by a Patronymick, 

Mc*Kraes, who when Ferquhard, father of Kenneth 

Bethune of Leaboſt reſided in that country, profeſ- 

ſed themſelves to be Bethunes, tho? they were unwil- 

ling to take the name or ſubſcribe themſelves ſo, for 

fear of giving umbrage to the M*Kenzies, on whom 

; they depended, and who had ſolicited them in a 

very earneſt and preſſing manner to call themſelves 

Mc*Kenzies. The beſt genealogiſts of this tribe are 

, ſtill of the ſame opinion with reſpect to their being 

1 2 originally Bethunes. And probably they came at 
riginally Be- firſt to this country from the ifland of Sky, (2.) 


thuncs. 
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